After discussing our program’s appearance on your “list” of reductions, our faculty believes, for the following statistical and needs reasons, that an alteration needs to be made to “unreduce” the reductions in the Business Microcomputer Applications program.  

Statistics:
· Each of the last decade’s Program Reviews has shown that our department’s statistics have been pulled from the wrong categories, thus misrepresenting our true situation.  
· They have been pulled from Business, Business Management, Information Processing and, most recently, from Microcomputer Applications.  Even though this last compilation was more accurate than the others, we are still not sure that it was “correct.” 
· Many of our classes were taught as combined courses such as Keyboarding I, Keyboarding II and Skillbuilding.  We do not believe that has been taken into account.   

· This erroneous pattern seems to have been repeated with the statistics used in your current “list”.   We have tried to replicate the statistics ourselves, but to no avail.  We have researched three separate administrative sources (including Prie) to identify where the statistics were drawn from, but had no success.  

Program/Continuity Needs:
· Our microcomputer classes are not Basic Skills classes such as Math or English, but they are the basic work skills needed in today’s workplace by anyone who is trying to get employment, change jobs, or progress through our programs to the careers listed in our catalog for AA and certificates for Office Assistant and Database/Spreadsheet Specialists.

· Our classes are identified by our Tech Prep Partners (ROP) in its Statewide Career Pathways “Sequence of Study” as classes with a clear path toward employment and advanced study.  To interrupt this pattern by cutting back on sequential classes would be incongruent with our partnership mission of assisting students who have been identified and are following a career path.

While we appreciate the difficulty of making these budgetary decisions/reductions, we believe it absolutely imperative that the criteria for the decision making be accurate and sound.  We do not believe that is the case with this decision at this time and do not believe that we deserve reductions without more accurate data and consideration of our partnership agreements.  
